
Book PC

Using the system: CD-ROM Drive

Chapter 2

Using the system

This chapter helps you starting up your system and allows you to become familiar with some of the main features.

Ready for Power

Once you have completed the setup of the system unit as described in Chapter 1, it is ready for power up. 

To Power Up for the First Time

1. Turn on your monitor first.

2. Next power up all other peripheral devices attached to the system.

3. Be sure there are no diskettes and/or CD-ROM/DVD disks in any of the drives.

4. Power up the computer by pushing the power button on the front of the case. The power indicator will light. You will hear a distinct sound as the power supply turns on and the hard disk spins up to speed.

Note: If your system does not power up as described here, check to make sure you have made all the connections properly. Double check to see all the cables are still securely attached to the appropriate connectors.

5. The hard disk and other drive indicators will blink briefly as the system checks them quickly.

6. Various messages appear on the display, including the BIOS version and the memory count.

7. Your system should continue to load the Windows operating software automatically. When you first start your new system, you will need your Windows manual. On its cover is your registration number for Windows.

8. During this first setup, you can click on the Next button to move to the next step. Clicking on the Back button allows you to return to the previous step and review the information entered during that step.

9. You will be asked to type your name and the name of your company, if applicable. Be careful to enter this information correctly, since this information will be entered to the Windows Registry for your system. Correcting a misspelled name at a later date could prove challenging, even for an experienced user of Windows.

10. You will be shown the End User’s License Agreement. After reading this agreement carefully you can then accept its terms by clicking on the “I accept the agreement” checkbox.

11. In the next window you will be asked to enter the registration number, i.e. Product Key, which can be found on the Certificate of Authenticity on the front cover of your Windows 98 manual.

12. Setup will then configure your system, registering your hardware and software into the Windows Registry. The system might restart to finish the configuration process.

13. Next you will be prompted to enter a user name and password. If you don’t want to log on with a password, only enter a user name and leave the password box blank. This way you’ll never see this prompt again, unless you activate it again later.

14. Next you will be asked to setup your printer. If you do not have a printer, you can skip this step. If you are familiar with the process of setting up your printer, you can complete that setup now.

15. This finalizes the Windows setup procedure. Your system is now running and ready to use. After Windows 98 is completely installed and running, a welcome screen appears which allows you to take a guided tour of the newly installed operating system.

Note: To learn more about the Windows operating system, read the Microsoft Windows User’s Guide included with your system.
To Power Down

To shut down the computer, follow these instructions:

1. Close any applications that are running.

2. Shut down Windows, by clicking on the Start/Shut Down item and then selecting the option you want.

3. Make sure that the hard disk activity indicator is not lit or flashing.

4. Next power down the monitor and any other peripheral device, if applicable.

About the Software

As described above, your system comes pre-installed with the Windows operating system. In addition, the hard disk of your system might also already have the necessary drivers for your system hardware and even some bundled software packages installed. In addition to the software that you run and see, there is some preloaded software that runs in the background. Specific drivers, files that allow pieces of hardware to communicated effectively with the computer and operating system, will probably have been preloaded for the various hardware units that have been packaged with your system. These drivers are also important in allowing you to alter certain aspects of your system, such as the resolution of your video image. 

If you ever need to reinstall all the pre-installed software, you can use the master diskette(s) and/or CD-ROM(s), which contain copies of all the bundled drivers and software for your system.

If you purchased any other additional software with your system, you will need to install that software yourself before you can use it, which is discussed below.

The installation of software can be done through the Add/Remove Program icon in the Start/Settings/Control Panel. Once you are in the Add/Remove window, click on install in the Install/Remove menu, and follow the instructions. 

Another way of installing software in Windows involves clicking on Run in the Start menu, and typing in the necessary program information. Most programs will install directly from within Windows. If your program must be installed from within DOS you can run a DOS session within Windows by selecting the MS-DOS option in the Start/Programs menu.

You should always read the installation instructions provided by the software manufacturer.

The Book PC system is designed to run straight out of the box. If you are an experienced user, you should be ready to go. You can find additional information about specific features of your system below. If you are not an experienced user you should take some to review and familiarize yourself with some basic aspects of computing with your system.

About the Drives

The most common combination of internal drives you will find in this system will be one hard disk drive, a diskette drive, and either a CD-ROM or  DVD drive. Other combinations are possible, but here we will only talk about these most common drives.

Hard Disk Drive

The hard disk drive is the fixed disk, which provides the primary storage medium for your data. Most of your programs will be stored on the hard disk drive. The programs you run and the data you create will be stored on the hard disk and take up some of the available space. Programs tend to take up a lot of disk space, while the files that you create will generally take up much less.

Your hard disk drive is usually the C: drive in your system. There are a number of tools that will allow you to keep track of disk usage and keep your hard drive running effectively.

You can find out what is stored on this drive by double-clicking on the My Computer icon and then double-clicking on the C: drive icon.  You can find out the capacity, used space and available space on the C: drive by right clicking on the C: icon and then selecting properties.

The Windows Explorer (Start/Programs/Windows Explorer) provides an alternative way of seeing the contents of the C: drive. See the Windows 98 documentation for information on how to use this program.

Hard disks can fail. While some data recovery is sometimes possible even from a faulty drive, you can save yourself a lot of trouble if you are careful to back up your hard drive on a regular basis.

When the system is reading from, or writing to, a hard disk drive, the hard disk indicator light on the front panel will turn on. Never turn the power button off or move the system while the hard disk drive is reading or writing.

Note: Most of the software provided for this computer, and most of the software that you might purchase for installation on this computer, is only licensed for a single installation on one hard disk drive. If you are creating more than one hard disk drive, you may not be entitled to install all the programs that are installed on the original hard disk drive. Check the software license before you install any program on more than one hard disk.

Diskette Drive

The diskette drive, on the right side of the front panel, can read from, or write to, 3.5” diskettes with capacities of either 720K or 1.44 MB. The diskette drive provides a convenient way of storing and transferring small files. Your computer identifies the diskette drive as drive A:.
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To use the floppy diskette drive, insert a diskette into the drive slot, label side up. The diskette slides all the way into the drive. You can then use your computer to read or write data to or from drive A. Log you computer on to the A drive. To remove a diskette from the drive, press the eject button on the front of the floppy drive module. The diskette ejects, and you can pull it out of the drive.

When the system is reading from, or writing to, a diskette, the light underneath the diskette drive will turn on. Do not try to eject the diskette when the light is on or you may lose data.

If you have stored important information on a diskette, you can protect it from accidental erasure by using the Write Protect sliding shutter on the reverse side of the diskette.

CD-ROM Drive

The Book PC is installed with either a CD-ROM or a DVD drive. This option is factory installed. The CD-ROM/DVD drive is an internal component, and is located on the left side on the front of the system. It cannot be used to write data to a recordable compact disk. 

The CD-ROM drive can be used to read data, or it can be used to play audio or video CDs (e.g. movie titles which use MPEG-1 compression). Compact Disks store massive amounts of data, and provide relatively fast access. 

DVD (Digital Video/Versatile Disc) is a new technology that packs much more data onto the disc, so that more data, more audio, or better quality video can be stored on the disc. Usually your system identifies the CD-ROM/DVD drive as drive D:. Access to a CD/DVD-ROM is quite fast.

Using the Drive:

1. Press the open tray button on the front panel of the CD-ROM/DVD drive. The tray will slide out from the computer. If your computer is not standing on a smooth surface, you might need to raise the right edge of the computer slightly so that the tray is not impeded. 

2. Carefully pull the tray out to its fullest extent and place the disk into the tray. Hold disks by the edge so that you don't smear the storage surface. Normally the disks install with the label side facing upwards. The disk fits into the circular depression in the tray, and the spindle of the tray fits into the hole in the center of the disk.
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Note: Please note that the drive in the illustration may not be identical to the drive in your system.

3. Carefully slide the tray back into the computer until it is flush with the left edge of your notebook. 

How you access titles on the disk depends on the format. If the disk has DOS formatted files, you can access the files by logging on to drive D:. You can log on to the drive from the DOS command line, or by using Windows Explorer.

If you wish to play an audio CD-ROM, you can use the Gamut software application. See appendix B for more information on using the Gamut application.

Note: When playing an audio CD-ROM, you can use the extra control buttons that may be available on the front panel of the CD-ROM/DVD drive, as indicated in the picture above. If you have headphones, you can also listen to audio tracks by plugging it into the headphones jack of the drive. Use the volume control wheel to adjust the volume.

To play movies or access multimedia files on a CD-ROM/DVD disk, you can use the optional WINDVD software application. See appendix C for more information on using the WINDVD application.

Both the Gamut audio application and, if the system comes with the optional DVD drive, the WINDVD multimedia application are bundled with the Book PC, and are either preinstalled on the hard disk or available for installation from a support disk.

Alternatively you can use the standard Windows Media Player, which has similar but somewhat limited functions as the software applications mentioned above.

1. In Windows Start menu, point to the Programs, Accessories, and Entertainment headings to display the Media Player name and icon. Click on Media Player to open the Media Player utility.

2. In Media Player, point to the Device item to display the Device menu. Select the kind of device that you want to play.

3. If you have selected a movie or audio title, your computer automatically locates the CD-ROM title in the CD-ROM drive.

4. When you select a file to play, Media Player displays a dialog box that allows you to select the drive and file name that you wish to play.

5. Before you click on the Play button in Media Player, you may wish to open the Audio Accessories program group and display the volume control utility so you can adjust the sound level and balance. You can use the Properties option in the Device menu to configure the way your computer plays certain media files.

If you need to open the drive tray while the power is turned off, or because the eject tray switch is not working, you can insert a straightened paper clip into the manual eject hole.

About Memory

RAM (Random Access Memory), also known as system memory, is the active memory of your computer. It is used to hold programs and data that are currently in use. The more RAM your system has, the more space it has to run programs. Your system comes with a certain amount of RAM, but that is not the limit of memory used by Windows. Windows will set up a swap file on your hard disk drive to provide additional ‘virtual memory’. 

When the programs you are running need more memory than available in RAM on your system, Windows will swap some programs from RAM to that hard drive. When those bits of memory are needed, Windows will swap them back into RAM. Even with the fast data bus and fast hard drive in your system, the reading and writing to the disk is slower than having the data available in RAM. If you find that your computer is doing a lot of swapping and this is slowing down the response time of your system, you should consider upgrading the total amount of memory in your system. This will optimize the performance of system.

See chapter 4 of this user’s manual for information on upgrading your Book PC’s memory.

About the Audio and Video Onboard

The system mainboard has an audio and video chipset onboard, which means your system is all set to go without adding in any extra sound and/or video graphics cards.

You just need to plug a monitor into the external monitor port in the back of the system, and connect external speakers and/or a microphone or other audio devices to the audio ports located the rear side of the system.

In addition to the standard audio jacks, the Book PC also features a digital audio jack, which allows for high quality audio transfer between your system and a peripheral device.

About the LAN Onboard

The system mainboard has an Ethernet 10/100 Base-T adapter chipset onboard. This means your system is ready to join a network without adding in any other hardware cards.

Use the LAN jack in the rear of the system to plug a network cable. Contact your local network administrator for help on setting up your network environment.

About the Modem Onboard

The system mainboard has a 56K (V90) fax/modem chip onboard. This means your system is ready to dial into the Internet or any other computer, or to send faxes, without adding any other hardware cards.

In some countries, local regulations may not permit the use of the fax/modem that is designed for this system. 

The fax/modem is capable of running in two modes, both as a fax and as a modem, which can be used to connect to other computers. The fax/modem can send and receive data at up to 56 Kbps and send and receive faxes at up to 14.4 Kbps. 

In order to use the fax/modem you need to first plug a telephone cable into the RJ-11 socket at the rear side of the Book PC, and then use the fax or communications software to operate the device. 
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